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 Montessori about the development of the child 

 Organisation of the system of education 

 Education as an aid to life 

 The role of learning  prepared environment 



Traditional system of education 

“The world of 
education is like an 
island where people 
cut off from the 
world are prepared 
for life by exclusion 
from it” [Montessori M., 1992, p, 10]. 

 

 



Education… 

 

“It is the protection of 
life. Help given to life 
in accordance with the 
laws of its 
development” [Montessori 

M., 1989, p. 3].  

 

 



Education as an aid to life 

 A child is not a being 
who should be taught 
something,  

 

 his life does not start 
when he crosses the 
threshold of a  
kindergarten / school.  



Education as an aid to life 

 “The greatness of 
the human 
personality begins 
at the hour of 
birth” [Montessori M., 1992, p. 4], 

 



The CHILD is a wonderful MYSTERY 

    The child can become 
anyone/no matter who 

   because he has the hidden, 
invisible  potential,  

the beginning of  

an individualised personality 



Developmental potential 
 The child has not been 

provided with specific 
properties, but with the 
potential to build them. 

 

  The child is prepared, 
„qualified” for development 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Man is condemned to 

development” 
 (Kazimierz Dąbrowski) 

http://www.edziecko.pl/ciaza_i_porod/51,79309,18870227.html?i=0


 
 
 

Education as an aid to life 

 What can WE do “for life” – for children? 

 ensure conditions for 
carrying out their “own 
internal development 
project… 

 … in an individual way 
while following their 
own rhythm” [Trabalzini, 2009, 

p. 167]  

 

 





Montessori observed children 
 To establish the inner 

plan 
 To establish educational 

conditions 



Education as an aid to life 
Maria Montessori used a 
method that consisted of 

 – observing  the childrens 
behaviour  in their learning 
and life environment  

- verification of  the 
collected data,  

- programming of the 
structure of learning 
environment, according to 
the child`s needs. 
 Extraordinary woman 21.40-25.20 



DEVELOPMENTAL PLAN  
What guides the child in the work of 

fulfilling the inner plan? 

Sensitive periods 
the inner sensitivity which 
makes him able to choose what 
is suitable for his growth. 
 

At such a time everything is easy;  



DEVELOPMENTAL PLAN 
Sensetive Period 

 a block of time during which 
the child is more able to 
learn  specific experiences 
within an environment 
better/more easily than ever 
before or after the time has 
passed  

 
 “a given type of stimulation 

has a stronger, more significant 
influence on development at 
certain period in life, not 
earlier and not later” [see Brzezińska 

2004, p. 133] 



 
 Movement 
 Math patterns 
 Emotional control 
 Order 
 Interest in small objects 
 Vocabulary 
 Sensations 
 Letter shapes and sounds 
 Music 
 Writing 
 Reading 
http://ageofmontessori.org/the-ten-secrets-
of-montessori-4-sensitive-periods/ 6.40-
8.20 

Maria Montessori recognized and categorized 11 
basic sensitive periods of development: 

Movement: Children are born with limited 
control of movement, but gain rapidly in 
areas of both gross and fine motor control. 
As they learn to use their bodies, children 
are also developing cognitive abilities. 
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DEVELOPMENTAL PLAN  

What guides the child in the work of fulfilling the 
inner plan?  

 

 ABSORBENT MIND  - The child can 
absorb impressions, which construct  
his mind. 

 
 He does this work  easily and naturally, 

without thought or choice.  

 
With the ABSORBENT MIND, 
the  child grips experiences, which 
are then recorded,  transforming the 
mind, form the basic predispositions, 
such as thinking, memory, attention, 
and will 

 



 
DEVELOPMENTAL PLAN  

What guides the child in the work of building 
himself? 

ABSORBENT MIND 

 

 The child creates his own 
“mental muscles”, using 
for this what he finds in 
the world around him”       

[Montessori M., 1992, p. 24]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ABSORBENT MIND –  
INTENSE MENTAL ACTIVITY 

 "Just by living, without 
engaging conscious 
effort, the human 
being absorbs from 
the environment even 
the most complex 
cultural 
achievements, for 
instance language” 
(Montessori, 1975, p. 89).  



Mentioned  INNER FORCES/TEACHERS  manifest 
themselves as: 

 searching,  

 longing for discoveries,  

 self-creativity,  

 striving for independence. 

 

They describe the child as creator: 

 

 THA CHILD CREATES HIS MIND STEP BY STEP . 

 THE CHILD IS A CREATOR OF HIMSELF, A 
FATHER OF HUMANITY. 



Montessori describs four stages 
 of development 

 From birth to 6 y.o.  
 The period of building 

character and intelligence. 
 From the age of 6 to 12.  
 The period of entering into the 

culture. 
 From the age of 12 to 18 .  
 The period of gaining 

independence 
 After the eighteenth birthday  

human development has no 
end”(M. Montessori 1989c, pp. 16-17). 

 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlqPnfAmU-0 

do 1.28 
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Montessori describs four stages 
 of development 

 „there are different 
types of psyche and 
mind in the different 
periods of life» 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She was the first to 
describe developmental 
psychology 



Educational system organisation 
mix age groups 

the three year learning cycle 

 1st  level–preschool – children from 3 to 6 years of age, 

2nd level–elementary school – from the age of 6 to 9. 

3rd  level – primary school – children from the age 9 to 12 



The three year learning cycle 
 



Educational system organisation 

Learning environment 
 Around the child there is the 

prepared environment:  

 a “place of nourishment”  

   for the child  and as such ….. 
 must be organized on the 

basis of specific 
characteristics related to its 
stage of development,  

 to allow the child to work 
independently. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o
zRQogUGGMQ 

 

 



Developmental properties and organisation of the 
education system 

 
 

A problem of education is to find an 
answer to the question:  

How to ensure development 
conditions and facilities  

proper for the child’s growth at each 
stage? 

 
 



Organisation of education for life.  
Prepared work environment 

 

Dr Maria Montessori first 
discovered that children learn 
from their environment and 
are self–motivated to do it 
so….. 



Prepared work environment 
 “The school should become 
the place where the child 
may live in freedom, and 
this freedom must not be 
solely the intimate, spiritual 
liberty of internal growth. 
The entire organism of the 
child, from his physiological, 

vegetative part to his motor activity, 
ought to find in school “the 
best conditions for 
development” (Montessori, 

1917/1991, p. film freedom 

 



 “A prepared environment 
would be less a school 
than an ecosystem 
supporting the evolution 
of the psychological 
individual, an the setting 
to which the self could 
attach, sustained by 
optimal conditions of 
support, until it was ready to 
let go and be born into the 
next stage of development”  
(Hains, 2000, p 1 ).  

 



Prepared school environment  

 constitutes a basic 
condition for 
pupils to achieve 
full development 
and independence. 

 



 A school in the terms of 
the Italian doctor 
becomes: 

 „a prepared environment 
in which a child free from 
an  constant teacher’s 
intervention can live his 
own life according to the 
laws of his development”  

 





Organisation of education for life.  
Prepared work environment 

 

 Physical environment   

 

 responds to different 
needs of developing 
individuals 



Organisation of education for life.  
Prepared work environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Psychological structure 

 

creating the “positive 
atmosphere of 
constructive 
development”. 
[Loeffler M.H., 1992, p. 111], 
 



Organisation of education for life.  
Prepared work environment 

The principle  

of RESPECT for the CHILD  

as a COMPETENT PERSON  

WHOSE ACTIONS CAN BE 
TRUSTED is fundamental 
there. 

 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozRQogUGGMQ 



Montessori classroom –  
UNIVERSITY RESEARCH LABORATORY  

 

Students working on their 
projects are like scientists 
who conduct research in 
laboratories.  

 
EXPLORERS, RESEARCHERS, 

EXPERIMENTERS 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
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Montessori classroom – UNIVERSITY 
RESEARCH LABORATORY  

The child    

 

 

 
 

 He isolates the research 
material in order to 
distinguish, mark, 
classify, arrange in 
series, grade, conclude 
from the situation; 
imagine what to do with 
the material, or just apply 
new discoveries in new 
situations.  

 



The child 
 

 

realises the internal 
development potential, builds 

a person 

discovers methods of 
organising materials, data or 

information inherent in 
didactic materials 



The aim of Montessori method has a two-layer 
characteristic:  
the biological  

and  
the sociological 

 From the biological– to 
support of the child’s 
development.  

 From the social perspective, 
to prepare the child for 
living in the environment. 

(M. Montessori, [in:] E.G. Hainstock 1978, page 79).  
 



Aims are achieved through child’s activities 

 
 The activity is stimulated by didactic 

materials (developmental aids).  



Didactic materials 
 lead the pupil to achieve essential life skills, 

information and attitudes in a special order: 
 self-service skills, such as the control of one’s 

own body, ability to dress, fastening buttons, tying 
shoelaces  

 elementary – school skills, such as reading, 
writing, calculating, space orientation, etc. 

 universal skills of planning, organising and 
evaluation of one’s work  
  

 “From manipulating to understanding” 



 



  

 The core of the  
educational 
programme are 
practical life 
exercises and 
sensorial materials  

                                                                                   

                                                          

     

                                                          

     

                          

                                     

 

 

 
  

                          

                                     

 

 

 
  

                                                          

     

                                                          

     



Practical life exercises: 
 Help to practice and 

control muscles, small 
movements 

 Make the child became 
aware of planning and 
organisating activities 
in space and time 

 To teach how to share 
the responsibility for 
the environment (the 
care of). 



Sensorial materials 

Aid to shape the 
senses. 

Help to discover 
basic ways of 
ordering: 
classification, 
seriation, strategies 
to solve problems, 
planning in bits of 
time. 



 Academic materials 
are designed for 
individual 
discoveries, and 
research allows the 
student to acquire 
the products of their 
own culture (to 
possess knowledge). 

 https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=TBEpV558AKw 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=aKs9meYaBTA 

 

                                                          

     

                          

                                     

 

 

 
  

                                                          

     

                          

                                     

 

 

 
  

                                                          

     

                                               

                

  

   



What does the child do? 



Life tasks of the child, CONSTRUCTION 
OF MAN 

 “(...), the greatest work 
ever accomplished during 
any lifetime is that which 
takes the human being 
from the helpless state of 
the newborn baby to the 
child who not only mani-
fests the characteristics 

of his species, and is 
also his own 
individual self” [Grazzini C.,  

2001, p. 5].  

 

 



Education as an aid to life….. 
… creation of the future 

world 

… help for Man of 
Tomorrow  
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Education as an aid to life as a 
REVOLUTIONARY PROJECT 

…. “Therefore, education 
as an aid to life is a 
revolutionary project”. 
[Mazzetti L., 2001, p. 2].  

 



Education as an aid to life as a 
revolutionary project 

 

If we intend to build a culture of peace, we need a 
revolt/revolution in thinking, in culture, in the 
school system, a revolution that will cover and 

touch our innermost and deeply rooted vision of 
the world” [Mazzetti L., 2001, p. 2].  



Utopia? 
 “As everyone knows, utopias are characterised by the 

fact that they postulate changing the world for the 
better, without indicating the mechanisms through 
which changes can be made” [Piątek Z., 2005, p. 20].  

 



Didactic dimension of education for life? 
Beyond declarations 

 
  In Maria Montessori’s pedagogy, we find 
verifiable, real guidelines or principles through 
which the described changes can be made. 

 

        



Didactic dimension of education as an aid to life 

 

rule to provide 

assistance when 

necessary in 

gaining 
independence in 

thought and action 

  

Class-life 

format  

 

 

Climate 

supporting 

development, 

based on respect 

for every person 

structure of the 

group, 

social 

 Self-control, 

resulting in  

confidence in 

one’s own 

potential  

Freedom of  

making decision; 

deciding within 

the limits of what 

is constructive for  

and good for them 

 

Free work with 

educational 

material  

supporting self-

education and 

self-training 

 Educational and 

living 

perspective given 

by cosmic 

education  

 

Learning 

materials 

provide 

appropriate 

experiences for 

learners 

 

Learning 

environment  

prepared for 

needs of the 

developing child 

Didactic 

dimension of 

the education 

for life 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tthDqSkDL0  

  
 

“The world of 
education is like 
an island where 
people cut off from 
the world are 
prepared for life by 
exclusion from it” 
[Montessori M., 1992, p, 10]. 
 

 


