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Tourist Studies
Tourist Studies is a multi-disciplinary peer reviewed journal advocating critical perspectives on the nature of tourism as a social phenomenon. It adopts a global perspective, widening and challenging the established views of tourism and seeking to evaluate, compare and integrate approaches from sociology, socio-psychology, leisure studies, cultural studies, geography and anthropology.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Journal of Tourism Studies is no longer an active journal but nevertheless has a life beyond its direct closure. It was deliberately and purposefully concluded at the end of 2005 after publishing articles in tourism for a 16 year period. There are several ways in which the Journal of Tourism Studies is still alive. First, many of the articles published during its 1990-2005 period are of interest to contemporary scholars in tourism. As a journal based in and produced in Australia but with an international outlook and many international contributors, JTS was often used as a publishing outlet for both world class works by prominent authors and as a high quality, carefully refereed outlet by local Australian authors. Thus there is much original and valuable individual material contained in the 16 years of publication.
Second, the content and value of JTS articles should continue to be of interest to tourism scholars as there are several themed issues worthy of particular attention. Of note there are formative resource articles in all the Special editions of the journal, including issues on the Visiting Friends and Relatives market (1995), Cruise Tourism (1996), Interpretation (1998), Regional Tourism Planning and Development (2004) and Tourism Scholarship (2005). Additionally a special feature of the 2003 issue was a Classic Collection of JTS articles. In this collection 12 of the most sought after JTS articles from 1990-2000 were reprinted. As noted in the Preface to that collection I wrote “the final list provides an intriguing journey charting the progress and interests of tourism research…..The potential to reflect on this journey and to use the special issue in tourism course at the undergraduate or senior level can be identified.” (2003:1). It remains current to suggest that many students would learn a lot about tourism from reading these 12 formative articles.
 The historical position of JTS in Australian tourism publishing deserves comment and offers scholars the possibility of further analysis. JTS was developed entirely at James Cook University coinciding with the location at James Cook of the First Chair in Tourism in Australia. The publishing of a journal from an Australian base was always an independent academic exercise with no industry body or group to placate for funding and no necessary commercial imperatives to make money. The intent noted in the first issue was to be international in scope and inclusive in its coverage and underscored by consistently high standards of scholarship and research. During its lifetime the Journal won a number of awards and was frequently rated in the top ten journals in tourism. As an archive of research work in tourism it can serve contemporary scholars who want to explore directions and contrasts across time and continents in tourism scholarship.
 There is a final way in which JTS remains alive. The skills learned by its authors and reviewers in putting together their manuscripts and in evaluating those pieces of work also live on as a legacy of writing for and developing the journal. This is perhaps particularly true for me as Editor since my knowledge of tourism and my contact with a global writing and reading audience has expanded my tourism awareness. It is anticipated that in these multiple ways JTS will remain a living force in the world of tourism.
 Philip L. Pearce Editor
