Historia mówiona może być zdefiniowana jako nagrywanie, zachowywanie i interpretacja historycznych informacji, bazujących na osobistych przeżyciach i opiniach mówiącego.
Często przybiera formę relacji z przeszłych wydarzeń widzianych na własne oczy, ale może zawierać elementy folkloru, mitów, pieśni i opowieści przekazywanych z pokolenia na pokolenie. Mimo, że jest to nieoceniony sposób na zachowanie wiedzy i zrozumienie doświadczonych ludzi, historia mówiona może także zajmować się rozmowami z młodszymi pokoleniami. W ostatnim czasie, użycie technik wideofilmowania pozwoliło na wyjście historii mówionej z kręgu czysto językowych form komunikacji i wejście w świat, gdzie równie ważne są gesty.

Współczesne działania z kręgu historii mówionej obejmują nagrywanie lub transkrybowanie relacji o przeżytych, widzianych wydarzeniach z przeszłości. Niektórzy antropolodzy w późnym XIX wieku, zaczęli zbierać nagrania (z początku głównie dotyczące folkloru Indian) na cylindrach fonografowych. W latach 30 XX wieku organizacja zajmująca się zatrudnianiem bezrobotnych - Works Progress Administration (WPA) wysłała ludzi mających zebrać od różnych grup, relacje dotyczące m.in. wojny secesyjnej, niewolnictwa i innych ważnych wydarzeń historycznych. Biblioteka Kongresu także zaczęła nagrywać tradycyjną amerykańską muzykę na dyskach octanowych. Wraz z rozwojem możliwości nagrywania na taśmy po II wojnie światowej, zadanie zachowywania historii mówionej stało się łatwiejsze.

W 1942 roku nowojorska gazeta New Yorker opublikowała sylwetkę Joe Goulda, który twierdził, że kolekcjonuje "Historię mówioną naszych czasów". Pomimo tego, że Gould nigdy nie opublikował tego dzieła, artykuł o nim spopularyzował termin "historia mówiona". W 1948 roku historyk z uniwersytetu Columbia - Alan Nevins ustanowił Columbia Oral History Research Office. Jego misją było nagrywanie, transkrybowanie i zachowywanie przekazów historii mówionej. W 1967 w Stanach Zjednoczonych powołowano Oral History Association, natomiast w 1969 roku w Wielkiej Brytanii - Oral History Society. Obecnie istnieją liczne organizacje narodowe jak i międzynarodowa International Oral History Association, która organizuje warsztaty, konferencje i publikuje newslettery i magazyny poświęcone teorii i praktyce historii mówionej.

Historycy, folkloryści, antropolodzy, socjolodzy, dziennikarze, lingwiści i wiele innych profesji wykorzystują formy wywiadu w swych badaniach. Chociaż multidyscyplinarne, badania nad historią mówioną wypromowały podstawowy zbiór norm i standardów zachowań, jak np. wyrażenie zgody przez relacjonującego na wykorzystanie nagrań po ówczesnym wyjaśnieniu mu celów, zasad itp.
Badacze zajmujący się historią mówioną preferują pytania otwarte unikając jednocześnie pytań naprowadzających, które zachęcają odpowiadających do mówienia tego, co według nich chce usłyszeć pytający. Niektóre wywiady to "relacje z życia", przeprowadzane z tymi, którzy kończą karierę lub u schyłku życia, inne skupiają się na określonym okresie życia, jak w przypadku weteranów wojennych, lub na określonych wydarzeniach, jak w przypadku ocalonych po przejściu huraganu Katrina.
Pierwsze archiwa historii mówionej skupiały się na wywiadach z ważnymi politykami, dyplomatami, wojskowymi i biznesmenami. Od lat 60 i 70 XX wieku, równie ważne stały się relacje ludzi zwykłych np. robotników. Przy każdym projekcie, badacze historii mówionej próbują nagrać wspomnienia wielu różnych ludzi. Wywiad z jedną osobą daje jedną perspektywę. Niektórzy mogą nie pamiętać dokładnie wydarzeń lub zmieniać swoje relacje z powodów osobistych. Dzięki wywiadom z wieloma osobami, badacze historii mówionej uzyskują relacje z wielu punktów widzenia, szukają punktów stycznych, pokazują złożoność zagadnienia. Natura pamięci, zarówno tej jednostkowej jak i grupowej, stanowi dużą część praktyki historii mówionej.









Historia mówiona w Polsce[edytuj | edytuj kod]
W Polsce, badania nad historią mówioną prowadzone są m.in. w Lublinie. Jednostkami zajmującymi się tą tematyką są: Teatr NN, Radio Lublin i Uniwersytet Marii Curie-Skłodowskiej. Duże zasługi na polu badań nad historią mówioną ma także Ośrodek "Karta". Rejestracją, archiwizowaniem i upowszechnianiem historii mówionej zajmuje się także Muzeum Emigracji w Gdyni, które w ramach projektu Archiwum Emigranta zbiera relacje Polaków o doświadczeniach emigracyjnych[1]. 



Powstają Archiwa Historii Mówionej, dostępne także w internecie np. e-historie.pl, PragaGada.pl, ahm.1944.pl, www.historiamowiona.poznan.pl

↑ Podziel się swoimi wspomnieniami z pobytu na obczyźnie. Internetowe Archiwum Emigranta, radiogdansk.pl [dostęp 2019-07-22] (pol.).
· Wrocławski Rocznik Historii Mówionej
· Historia mówiona w Ośrodku "Brama Grodzka - Teatr NN"
· Archiwum Historii Mówionej Inaczej - relacje mieszkańców warszawskiej Pragi
· Archiwum Historii Mówionej Muzeum Powstania Warszawskiego
· Archiwum Historii Mówionej Domu Współpracy Polsko-Niemieckiej
· Archiwum Historii Mówionej Ośrodka KARTA i Domu Spotkań z Historią
· Lewandowska Izabela, Oral History
· Polskie Towarzystwo Historii Mówionej
































Oral history is the collection and study of historical information about individuals, families, important events, or everyday life using audiotapes, videotapes, or transcriptions of planned interviews. These interviews are conducted with people who participated in or observed past events and whose memories and perceptions of these are to be preserved as an aural record for future generations. Oral history strives to obtain information from different perspectives and most of these cannot be found in written sources. Oral history also refers to information gathered in this manner and to a written work (published or unpublished) based on such data, often preserved in archives and large libraries.[1][2][3][4] Knowledge presented by Oral History (OH) is unique in that it shares the tacit perspective, thoughts, opinions and understanding of the interviewee in its primary form.[5]
The term is sometimes used in a more general sense to refer to any information about past events that people who experienced them tell anybody else,[6][7] but professional historians usually consider this to be oral tradition. However, as the Columbia Encyclopedia[1] explains:
Primitive societies have long relied on oral tradition to preserve a record of the past in the absence of written histories. In Western society, the use of oral material goes back to the early Greek historians Herodotus and Thucydides, both of whom made extensive use of oral reports from witnesses. The modern concept of oral history was developed in the 1940s by Allan Nevins and his associates at Columbia University.

Oral history has become an international movement in historical research.[8][9] This is partly attributed to the development of information technology, which allowed a method rooted in orality to contribute to research, particularly the use of personal testimonies made in a wide variety of public settings.[9] For instance, oral historians have discovered the endless possibilities of posting data and information on the Internet, making them readily available to scholars, teachers, and average individuals.[10] This reinforced the viability of oral history since the new modes of transmission allowed history to get off archival shelves and reach the larger community.[10]
Oral historians in different countries have approached the collection, analysis, and dissemination of oral history in different modes. There are many ways of creating oral histories and carrying out the study of oral history even within individual national contexts.

According to the Columbia Encyclopedia:,[1] the accessibility of tape recorders in the 1960s and 1970s led to oral documentation of the era's movements and protests. Following this, oral history has increasingly become a respected record type. Some oral historians now also account for the subjective memories of interviewees due to the research of Italian historian Alessandro Portelli and his associates.
Oral histories are also used in many communities to document the experiences of survivors of tragedies. Following the Holocaust, there has emerged a rich tradition of oral history, particularly of Jewish survivors. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum has an extensive archive of over 70,000 oral history interviews.[11] There are also several organizations dedicated specifically to collecting and preserving oral histories of survivors.[12][13] Oral history as a discipline has fairly low barriers to entry, so it is an act in which laypeople can readily participate. In his book Doing Oral History, Donald Ritchie wrote that "oral history has room for both the academic and the layperson. With reasonable training... anyone can conduct a useable oral history."[14] This is especially meaningful in cases like the Holocaust, where survivors may be less comfortable telling their story to a journalist than they would be to a historian or family member.
In the United States, there are several organizations dedicated to doing oral history which are not affiliated with universities or specific locations. StoryCorps is one of the most well-known of these: following the model of the Federal Writers’ Project created as part of the Works Progress Administration, StoryCorps’ mission is to record the stories of Americans from all walks of life.[15] On contrast to the scholarly tradition of oral history, StoryCorps subjects are interviewed by people they know. There are a number of StoryCorps initiatives that have targeted specific populations or problems, following in the tradition of using oral history as a method to amplify voices that might otherwise be marginalized.
The development of digital databases with their text-search tools is one of the important aspects to the technology-based oral historiography. These made it easier to collect and disseminate oral history since access to millions of documents on national and international levels can be instantaneous.[16]
Growth and development[edit]
In Europe[edit]
Great Britain and Ireland[edit]
Since the early 1970s, oral history in Britain has grown from being a method in folklore studies (see for example the work of the School of Scottish Studies in the 1950s) to becoming a key component in community histories. Oral history continues to be an important means by which non-academics can actively participate in the compilation and study of history. However, practitioners across a wide range of academic disciplines have also developed the method into a way of recording, understanding, and archiving narrated memories. Influences have included women's history and labour history.
In Britain, the Oral History Society has played a key role in facilitating and developing the use of oral history.
A more complete account of the history of oral history in Britain and Northern Ireland can be found at "Making Oral History" on the Institute of Historical Research's website.[17]
The Bureau of Military History conducted over 1700 interviews with veterans of the First World War and related episodes in Ireland. The documentation was released for research in 2003.[18]
During 1998 and 1999, 40 BBC local radio stations recorded personal oral histories from a broad cross-section of the population for The Century Speaks series. The result was 640 half-hour radio documentaries, broadcast in the final weeks of the millennium, and one of the largest single oral history collections in Europe, the Millennium Memory Bank (MMB). The interview based recordings are held by the British Library Sound Archive in the oral history collection.[19]
In one of the largest memory project anywhere, The BBC in 2003-6 invited its audiences to send in recollections of the homefront in the Second World War. It put 47,000 of the recollections online, along with 15,000 photographs.[20]
In Italy[edit]
Alessandro Portelli is an Italian oral historian. He is known for his work which compared workers' experiences in Harlan County, Kentucky and Terni, Italy. Other oral historians have drawn on Portelli's analysis of memory, identity, and the construction of history.[citation needed]
In post-Soviet/Eastern bloc states[edit]
Belarus[edit]
As of 2015, since the government-run historiography in modern Belarus almost fully excludes repression during the epoch when Belarus was part of the Soviet Union, only private initiatives cover these aspects. Citizens' groups in Belarus use the methods of oral history and record narrative interviews on video: the Virtual Museum of Soviet Repression in Belarus presents a full Virtual museum with intense use of oral history. The Belarusian Oral History Archive project also provides material based on oral history recordings.
Czech Republic[edit]
Czech oral history began to develop beginning in the 1980s with a focus on social movements and political activism.[citation needed] The practice of oral history and any attempts to document stories prior to this is fairly unknown. [citation needed] The practice of oral history began to take shape in the 1990s. In 2000, The Oral History Center (COH) at the Institute of Contemporary History, Academy of Sciences, Czech Republic (AV ČR) was established with the aim of "systematically support the development of oral history methodology and its application in historical research." [21]
In 2001, Post Bellum, a nonprofit organization, was established to "documents the memories of witnesses of the important historical phenomenons of the 20th century" within the Czech Republic and surrounding European countries.[22] Post Bellum works in partnership with Czech Radio and Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes. Their oral history project Memory of Nation was created in 2008 and interviews are archived online for user access. As of January 2015, the project has more than 2100 published witness accounts in several languages, with more than 24,000 pictures. Other projects, including articles and books have been funded by the Czech Science Foundation (AV ČR) including:
@"Students in the Period of the Fall of Communism — Life Stories" published as the book One Hundred Student Revolutions (1999) by M. Vaněk and M. Otáhal;
@"Political Elites and Dissidents during the Period of So-called Normalization — Historical Interviews" which resulted in Victors? Vanquished (2005), a two-volume collection of 50 interviews;
@a compilation of original interpretive essays entitled The Powerful?! or Helpless?!
@"An Investigation into Czech Society during the 'Normalization' Era: Biographic Narratives of Workers and the Intelligentsia" and
@A book of interpretations called Ordinary People...?! (2009).
These publications aim to demonstrate that oral history contributes to the understanding of human lives and history itself, such as the motives behind the dissidents' activities, the formation of opposition groups, communication between dissidents and state representatives and the emergence of ex-communist elites and their decision-making processes. Oral history centers in the Czech Republic emphasize educational activities (seminars, lectures, conferences), archiving and maintaining interview collections, and providing consultations to those interested in the method.[citation needed]
In Spain[edit]
Because of repression in Francoist Spain (1939–75), the development of oral history in Spain was quite limited until the 1970s. It became well-developed in the early 1980s, and often had a focus on the Civil War years (1936–39), especially regarding the losers whose stories had been suppressed. The field was based at the University of Barcelona. Professor Mercedes Vilanova was a leading exponent, and combined it with her interest in quantification and social history. The Barcelona group sought to integrate oral sources with traditional written sources to create mainstream, not ghettoized, historical interpretations. They sought to give a public voice to neglected groups, such as women, illiterates, political leftists, and ethnic minorities.[23] Also at Universidade De Santiago de Compostela, since 1887, Marc Wouters and Isaura Varela starter a Program of Oral History, about Spanish Civil War, exile and migración, continued since 2005 with nomesevoces.com Program about víctims of war and Francoist Dictatorship . All this Oral History Program can be used at www.terraememoria.usc.gal with 2100 interviene and 800 hours of récords.
In the United States[edit]
Oral history began with a focus on national leaders in the United States,[24] but has expanded to include groups representing the entire population. In Britain, the influence of 'history from below' and interviewing people who had been 'hidden from history' was more influential. However, in both countries elite oral history has emerged as an important strand. Scientists, for example, have been covered in numerous oral history projects. Doel (2003) discusses the use of oral interviews by scholars as primary sources, He lists major oral history projects in the history of science begun after 1950. Oral histories, he concludes, can augment the biographies of scientists and help spotlight how their social origins influenced their research. Doel acknowledges the common concerns historians have regarding the validity of oral history accounts. He identifies studies that used oral histories successfully to provide critical and unique insight into otherwise obscure subjects, such as the role scientists played in shaping US policy after World War II. Interviews furthermore can provide road maps for researching archives, and can even serve as a fail-safe resource when written documents have been lost or destroyed.[25] Roger D. Launius (2003) shows the huge size and complexity of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) oral history program since 1959. NASA systematically documented its operations through oral histories. They can help to explore broader issues regarding the evolution of a major federal agency. The collection consists primarily of oral histories conducted by scholars working on books about the agency. Since 1996, however, the collection has also included oral histories of senior NASA administrators and officials, astronauts, and project managers, part of a broader project to document the lives of key agency individuals. Launius emphasizes efforts to include such less-well-known groups within the agency as the Astrobiology Program, and to collect the oral histories of women in NASA.[26]
Folklore roots and ordinary people[edit]
Contemporary oral history involves recording or transcribing eyewitness accounts of historical events. Some anthropologists started collecting recordings (at first especially of Native American folklore) on phonograph cylinders in the late 19th century. In the 1930s, the Federal Writers' Project—part of the Works Progress Administration (WPA)—sent out interviewers to collect accounts from various groups, including surviving witnesses of the Civil War, slavery, and other major historical events.[27] The Library of Congress also began recording traditional American music and folklore onto acetate discs. With the development of audio tape recordings after World War II, the task of oral historians became easier.
In 1946, David P. Boder, a professor of psychology at the Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago, traveled to Europe to record long interviews with "displaced persons"—most of them Holocaust survivors. Using the first device capable of capturing hours of audio—the wire recorder—Boder came back with the first recorded Holocaust testimonials and in all likelihood the first recorded oral histories of significant length.[28]
Many state and local historical societies have oral history programs. Sinclair Kopp (2002) report on the Oregon Historical Society's program. It began in 1976 with the hiring of Charles Digregorio, who had studied at Columbia with Nevins. Thousands of sound recordings, reel-to-reel tapes, transcriptions, and radio broadcasts have made it one of the largest collections of oral history on the Pacific Coast. In addition to political figures and prominent businessmen, the Oregon Historical Society has done interviews with minorities, women, farmers, and other ordinary citizens, who have contributed extraordinary stories reflecting the state's cultural and social heritage. Hill (2004) encourages oral history projects in high school courses. She demonstrates a lesson plan that encourages the study of local community history through interviews. By studying grassroots activism and the lived experiences of its participants, her high school students came to appreciate how African Americans worked to end Jim Crow laws in the 1950s.
Naison (2005) describes the Bronx African American History Project (BAAHP), an oral community history project developed by the Bronx County Historical Society. Its goal was to document the histories of black working- and middle-class residents of the South Bronx neighborhood of Morrisania in New York City since the 1940s.[29]
In the Middle East[edit]
The Middle East often requires oral history methods of research, mainly because of the relative lack in written and archival history and its emphasis on oral records and traditions. Furthermore, because of its population transfers, refugees and émigrés become suitable objects for oral history research.[30][31]
Syria[edit]
Katharina Lange studied the tribal histories of Syria.[32] The oral histories in this area could not be transposed into tangible, written form due to their positionalities, which Lange describes as “taking sides.” The positionality of oral history could lead to conflict and tension. The tribal histories are typically narrated by men. While histories are also told by women, they are not accepted locally as “real history.” Oral histories often detail the lives and feats of ancestors.
Genealogy is a prominent subject in the area. According to Lange, the oral historians often tell their own personalized genealogies to demonstrate their credibility, both in their social standing and their expertise in the field.
Uzbekistan[edit]
From 2003 to 2004, Professors Marianne Kamp and Russell Zanca researched agricultural collectivization in Uzbekistan; one part of their project involved using oral history methodology.[33] The goal of the project was to learn more about life in the 1920s and 1930s to study the impact of the Soviet Union's conquest. 20 interviews each were conducted in the Fergana valley, Tashkent, Bukhara, Khorezm, and Kashkadarya regions. These interviews uncovered untold stories of famine and death. The oral histories filled in a gap of information missing from the Central State Archive of Uzbekistan.
In Asia[edit]
China[edit]
The rise of oral history is a new trend in historical studies in China that began in the late twentieth century. Some oral historians, stress the collection of eyewitness accounts of the words and deeds of important historical figures and what really happened during those important historical events, which is similar to common practice in the west, while the others focus more on important people and event, asking important figures to describe the decision making and details of important historical events. In December 2004, the Chinese Association of Oral History Studies was established. The establishment of this institution is thought to signal that the field of oral history studies in China has finally moved into a new phase of organized development.[34]
Southeast Asia[edit]
While oral tradition is an integral part of ancient Southeast Asian history, oral history is a relatively recent development. Since the 1960s, oral history has been accorded increasing attention both on institutional as well as individual levels, representing “history from above” and “history from below”.[35][36]
In Oral History and Public Memories,[37] Blackburn writes about oral history as a tool that was used “by political elites and state-run institutions to contribute to the goal of national building” in postcolonial Southeast Asian countries. Blackburn draws most of his examples of oral history as a vehicle for “history from above” from Malaysia and Singapore.
In terms of “history from below”, various oral history initiatives are being undertaken in Cambodia in an effort to record lived experiences from the rule of the Khmer Rouge regime while survivors are still living. These initiative take advantage of crowdsourced history to uncover the silences imposed on the oppressed.[38][39][40][41][42]
South Asia[edit]
Two prominent and ongoing oral history projects out of South Asia stem from time periods of ethnic violence that were decades apart: 1947 and 1984.
The 1947 Partition Archive was founded in 2010 by Guneeta Singe Bhalla, a physicist in Berkeley, California, who began conducting and recording interviews "to collect and preserve the stories of those who lived through this tumultuous time, to make sure this great human tragedy isn't forgotten." [1]
The Sikh Diaspora Project[43] was founded in 2014 by Brajesh Samarth, senior lecturer in Hindi-Urdu at Emory University in Atlanta, when he was a lecturer at Stanford University in California. The project focuses on interviews with members of the Sikh diaspora in the U.S. and Canada, including the many who migrated after the 1984 massacre of Sikhs in India.

Academia and Institutions[edit]
In 1948, Allan Nevins, a Columbia University historian, established the Columbia Oral History Research Office, now known as the Columbia Center for Oral History,[44] with a mission of recording, transcribing, and preserving oral history interviews. The Regional Oral History Office was founded in 1954 as a division of the University of California, Berkeley's Bancroft Library.[45] In 1967, American oral historians founded the Oral History Association, and British oral historians founded the Oral History Society in 1969. In 1981, Mansel G. Blackford, a business historian at Ohio State University, argued that oral history was a useful tool to write the history of corporate mergers.[46] More recently, Harvard Business School launched the Creating Emerging Markets project, which "explores the evolution of business leadership in Africa, Asia, and Latin America throughout recent decades" through oral history. "At its core are interviews, many on video, by the School’s faculty with leaders or former leaders of firms and NGOs who have had a major impact on their societies and enterprises across three continents."[47] There are now numerous national organizations and an International Oral History Association, which hold workshops and conferences and publish newsletters and journals devoted to oral history theory and practices. Specialized collections of oral history sometimes have archives of widespread global interest; an example is the Lewis Walpole Library in Farmington, Connecticut, a department of the University Library of Yale.[48][49]

Methods[edit]
	

	[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/1/1b/Nuvola_apps_kaboodle.svg/16px-Nuvola_apps_kaboodle.svg.png] How to Record an Oral History Interview, University of Leicester[50]


Historians, folklorists, anthropologists, human geographers, sociologists, journalists, linguists, and many others employ some form of interviewing in their research. Although multi-disciplinary, oral historians have promoted common ethics and standards of practice, most importantly the attaining of the "informed consent" of those being interviewed. Usually this is achieved through a deed of gift, which also establishes copyright ownership that is critical for publication and archival preservation.
Oral historians generally prefer to ask open-ended questions and avoid leading questions that encourage people to say what they think the interviewer wants them to say. Some interviews are "life reviews," conducted with people at the end of their careers. Other interviews focus on a specific period or a specific event in people's lives, such as in the case of war veterans or survivors of a hurricane.
Feldstein (2004) considers oral history to be akin to journalism, Both are committed to uncovering truths and compiling narratives about people, places, and events. Felstein says each could benefit from adopting techniques from the other. Journalism could benefit by emulating the exhaustive and nuanced research methodologies used by oral historians. The practice of oral historians could be enhanced by utilizing the more sophisticated interviewing techniques employed by journalists, in particular, the use of adversarial encounters as a tactic for obtaining information from a respondent.[51]
The first oral history archives focused on interviews with prominent politicians, diplomats, military officers, and business leaders. By the 1960s and '70s, influenced by the rise of new social history, interviewing began to be employed more often when historians investigated history from below. Whatever the field or focus of a project, oral historians attempt to record the memories of many different people when researching a given event. Interviewing a single person provides a single perspective. Individuals may misremember events or distort their account for personal reasons. By interviewing widely, oral historians seek points of agreement among many different sources, and also record the complexity of the issues. The nature of memory—both individual and community—is as much a part of the practice of oral history as are the stories collected.
Archaeology[edit]
Archaeologists sometimes conduct oral history interviews to learn more about unknown artifacts. Oral interviews can provide narratives, social meaning, and contexts for objects.[52] When describing the use of oral histories in archaeological work, Paul Mullins emphasizes the importance of using these interviews to replace “it-narratives.” It-narratives are the voices from objects themselves rather than people; according to Mullins, these lead to narratives that are often “sober, pessimistic, or even dystopian.”
Oral history interviews were used to provide context and social meaning in the Overstone excavation project in Northumberland.[53] Overstone consists of a row of four cottages. The excavation team, consisting of Jane Webster, Louise Tolson, Richard Carlton, and volunteers, found the discovered artifacts difficult to identify. The team first took the artifacts to an archaeology group, but the only person with knowledge about a found fragment recognized the fragment from a type of pot her mother had. This inspired the team to conduct group interviews volunteers who grew up in households using such objects. The team took their reference collection of artifacts to the interviews in order to trigger the memories of volunteers, revealing a “shared cultural identity.”
Legal interpretations[edit]
In 1997, the Supreme Court of Canada, in the Delgamuukw v. British Columbia trial, ruled that oral histories were just as important as written testimony. Of oral histories, it said "that they are tangential to the ultimate purpose of the fact-finding process at trial – the determination of the historical truth."
Writers who use oral history have often discussed its relationship to historical truth. Gilda O'Neill writes in Lost Voices, an oral history of East End hop-pickers: "I began to worry. Were the women's, and my, memories true or were they just stories? I realised that I had no 'innocent' sources of evidence - facts. I had, instead, the stories and their tellers' reasons for remembering in their own particular ways.'[54] Duncan Barrett, one of the co-authors of The Sugar Girls describes some of the perils of relying on oral history accounts: "On two occasions, it became clear that a subject was trying to mislead us about what happened – telling a self-deprecating story in one interview, and then presenting a different, and more flattering, version of events when we tried to follow it up. ... often our interviewees were keen to persuade us of a certain interpretation of the past, supporting broad, sweeping comments about historical change with specific stories from their lives."[55] Alessandro Portelli argues that oral history is valuable nevertheless: "it tells us less about events as such than about their meaning [...] the unique and precious element which oral sources force upon the historian ... is the speaker's subjectivity."[56]
Regarding the accuracy of oral history, Jean-Loup Gassend concludes in the book Autopsy of a Battle, "I found that each witness account can be broken down into two parts: 1) descriptions of events that the witness participated in directly, and 2) descriptions of events that the witness did not actually participate in, but that he heard about from other sources. The distinction between these two parts of a witness account is of the highest importance. I noted that concerning events that the witnesses participated in, the information provided was surprisingly reliable, as was confirmed by comparison with other sources. The imprecision or mistakes usually concerned numbers, ranks, and dates, the first two tending to become inflated with time. Concerning events that the witness had not participated in personally, the information was only as reliable as whatever the source of information had been (various rumors); that is to say, it was often very unreliable and I usually discarded such information."[57]


Another noteworthy case is the Mau Mau Uprising in Kenya against the British colonizers. Central to the case was Historian Caroline Elkins' study on UK's brutal suppression of the uprising. Elkin's work on this matter is largely based on oral testimonies of survivors and witnesses, which causes controversy in academia: "Some praised Elkins for breaking the 'code of silence' that had squelched discussion of British imperial violence.[58] Others branded her a self-aggrandising crusader whose overstated findings had relied on sloppy methods and dubious oral testimonies."[59][60] The British court eventually ruled in the Kenyan claimants' favor, which also serves as a response to Elkin's critics as Justice McCombe's 2011 decision stressed the "substantial documentation supporting accusations of systematic abuses".[59] After the ruling, newly discovered files containing relevant records of former colonies from the Hanslope disclosure corroborated Elkin's finding.[61]
Controversies[edit]
In Guatemalan literature, I, Rigoberta Menchú (1983), brings oral history into the written form through the testimonio genre. I, Rigoberta Menchú is compiled by Venezuelan anthropologist Burgos-Debray, based on a series of interviews she conducted with Menchú. The Menchú-controversy arose when historian David Stoll took issue with Menchú's claim that “this is a story of all poor Guatemalans”.[62] In Rigoberta Menchú and the Story of All Poor Guatemalans (1999), Stoll argues that the details in Menchú's testimonio are inconsistent with his own fieldwork and interviews he conducted with other Mayas.[63] According to Guatemalan novelist and critic Arturo Arias, this controversy highlights a tension in oral history. On one hand, it presents an opportunity to convert the subaltern subject into a “speaking subject”. On the other hand, it challenges the historical profession in certifying the “factuality of her mediated discourse” as “subaltern subjects are forced to [translate across epistemological and linguistic frameworks and] use the discourse of the colonizer to express their subjectivity”.[64]
Organizations[edit]
· American Folklife Center
· Veterans History Project of the Library of Congress American Folklife Center
· Baylor University Institute for Oral History
· Columbia Center for Oral History, Columbia University
· Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History, University of Kentucky Libraries
· New York Public Library Community Oral History Projects
· Post Bellum
· Regional Oral History Office (ROHO), Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley
· Samuel Proctor Oral History Program, University of Florida
· Southern Oral History Program, University of North Carolina
· StoryCorps
· Archives of African American Music and Culture, Indiana University
Notable oral historians[edit]
· David P. Boder
· Barry Broadfoot
· Alex Haley
· Oscar Lewis
· Alessandro Portelli
· Studs Terkel
· Wallace Terry, journalist and author of oral history anthologies featuring African American war veterans and of black journalists.
· Tong Tekong









Notable oral history projects[edit]
· Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936 to 1938, Library of Congress. A selection of first-person accounts by formerly enslaved people in the United States.
· Civil Rights History Project, Library of Congress. A collection of interviews with people who participated in the Civil Rights struggle up through and beyond the 1960s.
· Memory of Nations, Post Bellum. A collection of testimonies from people across Europe sharing life under totalitarian regimes in the 20th century.
· Veterans History Project, Library of Congress. A collection of personal accounts by American veterans spanning the First World War, 1914, through the Iraq War, 2011.
Oral history in popular culture[edit]
· World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie War (2006), a novel by Max Brooks
See also[edit]
· National Day of Listening
· Oral history preservation
· Oral tradition

Resources[edit]
Ethical guidelines[edit]
· Is Your Oral History Legal and Ethical? (2012). by the Oral History Society
Journals[edit]
· Oral History in the UK was first published in 1972established two years before the Review.[65]
· The Oral History Review in the USA was first published in 1974[66]
Listserves[edit]
H-ORALHIST is an H-Net Discussion Network established in 1996, based on an earlier listserv, OHA-L, developed by Terry Birdwhistell of the University of Kentucky.[67] It works by email and knits together an international network of researchers interested in creating and using oral history. Its daily email reach 3400 subscribers with discussions of current projects, teaching methods, and the state of historiography in the field. H-ORALHIST is especially interested in methods of teaching oral history to graduate and undergraduate students in diverse settings. H-ORALHIST publishes syllabi, outlines, handouts, bibliographies, tables of contents of journals, guides to term papers, listings of new sources, library catalogs and archives, and reports on new software, datasets, and other materials. H-ORALHIST posts announcements of conferences, fellowships, and jobs. It also carries information about new books and commissions book reviews.


From the British Library:
· Food Stories - Food-related oral history recordings from the BL Sound Archive
· Oral history collections and activities, including National Life Stories
From the US Government:
· Oral History of the US House of Representatives
· US Senate Oral History Project
· From Academia:
· Oral History Program at University of South Florida Libraries
· Oral History in the Digital Age at Michigan State University (East Lansing, Michigan)
· Oral History Center at University of Louisville (Louisville, Kentucky)
· University at Buffalo Archives Oral History Collection from the University at Buffalo Libraries
· Oral History of American Music at Yale University (New Haven, Connecticut)
· Over 600 oral histories of combat veterans, from the Witness to War Foundation (non-profit)
· In the First Person - index of 2,500+ collections of international oral histories in English
· Oral history in the teaching of US History
· NYC records from Sept. 11 - includes more than 12,000 pages of oral histories as told by 503 firefighters, paramedics, and emergency medical technicians
· Gary Greaves Oral History Digitization Project. - "The recordings all relate to post-war Seattle history and cover a diverse array of topics -- such as transportation, race relations, housing, city planning and labor."
· Richard S. Hobbs Oral History Interviews with Revels Cayton. - "The collection consists of oral history interview recordings and partial transcripts of interviews, mostly conducted by Richard Hobbs with Revels Cayton. Interviews were used for the book The Cayton Legacy: an African American family.

World War II[edit]
· Rosie the Riveter / World War II Home Front Oral History Project Collection of oral histories with women and men living and working on the U.S. home front during WWII Regional Oral History Office and National Park Service
· Recollections of WWII - Directory of United Kingdom Oral History Collections Relating to WWII
· 376th Heavy Bombardment Group Oral Histories from the Ball State University Digital Media Repository
Vietnam War[edit]
· Vietnam War Era Veterans Oral Histories from the Ball State University Digital Media Repository
Organizations[edit]
· H-ORALHIST is an H-Net Discussion Network (or edited Blog) established in 2006
· Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling - Concordia University
· The Australian Centre for Oral History
· Oral History Association of Australia
· Institut d'histoire du temps présent (in French)
· Oral History Centre, National Archives of Singapore
· Pritzker Military Library's "Stories of Service" collects and records first‐hand accounts from veterans and citizens involved in military efforts
"Creating Emerging Markets Project". Harvard Business School.
Technical[edit]
· Oral History in the Digital Age at Michigan State University (East Lansing, Michigan)
· Digital Omnium: Oral History, Archives and Digital Technology by Doug Boyd
· Digital Audio and Portable Recorders: The Basics by Doug Boyd
· General principles and best practices for oral history
· Dédalo Project - Open software platform for management of intangible cultural heritage and oral history
· Advice on how to conduct oral history interviewing from the East Midlands Oral History Archive
· "Ask Doug" resource for choosing a digital audio recorder, Oral History in the Digital Age
· Testimony software from the Australian Centre for Oral History (used in its Cultural Conversations project)
· The manual of analogue restoration techniques by Peter Copeland is designed to aid audio engineers and audio archivists, and is available via the British Library Sound Archive
· "OHMS: enhancing Access to Oral History for Free" by Doug Boyd. Oral History Review Volume 40 Issue 1 Summer:Fall 2013, Oxford University Press
· Doing Oral History with Vietnam War Veterans EDSITEment lesson plan
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